Chapter 4
Spirituality in
the Tallit

Spirituality manifests in countless
outer forms … underneath these
outward forms, there is a common
longing for the sacred, a universal
desire to touch and celebrate the
mystery of life. It is in the depths of
the soul that one discovers the
essential and universal dimensions of
spirituality.
DAVID N. ELKINS

Mark 6:56
And wherever he went, into villages
or cities or farms, they laid the sick
in the marketplaces, and begged him
that they might touch even the fringe
of his cloak; and all who touched it
were healed.

A HEART WITHOUT TALLIT
• The first step toward change is
awareness. Awareness comes from
knowledge of the truth, particularly the
Word of God.
• When God gave to Israel the tallit
commandment, one of the practical
purposes of that item was to heighten
their awareness of His presence and
truth.
• As part of their regular dress, it boosts
their obligation to obey the Law as a
philosophy of their living.

A HEART WITHOUT TALLIT
• Yet biblical history shows us that this religious

item was not effective to bring them closer to the
Lord. Since the time of Moses until the time of
the last Old Testament prophet, Israel had
always been a covenant-breaker.
• But does this mean that the tallit commandment

was not creative and effective enough to bring
them closer to the Lord?

• Was it a mistake on God’s part to give them such
a religious item?
• Of course, God never commits a mistake; His
ways are always perfect, wise, and good.

A HEART WITHOUT TALLIT
• The tallit was undoubtedly a very creative and
effective item that would surely help Israel

experience communion with God.
• Yet, they lost the spiritual significance of the tallit

because their hearts were far away from God.
• They were good performers of the ritual but not
faithful followers of the Law.
• Thus, the problem was not in their garment but
in their heart.

• They forgot the basic truth that "the Lord does
not look at the things people look at.

A HEART WITHOUT TALLIT
• People look at the outward appearance,
but the Lord looks at the heart" (1 Sam.
16:7).
• They have forgotten that Yahweh is
Spirit, and those who worship Him
should worship in spirit and truth (Jn.
4:24).
• They thought that just wearing the tallit
and looking at its fringes will earn them
favor from God.
• But no, God has always been looking for
our hearts.

THE TALLIT IS DIVISIVE
• The Mosaic tallit was a God-centered religious item that
regularly instructed the children of Israel to have a high

view of God as the sovereign Creator and their
Redeemer.

• As noted in the previous chapters, covering one’s head
with the tallit is a symbol of absolute submission to
Yahweh.
• It also "emphasizes that God’s presence covers that
person’s life, much like when God’s presence covers the

Tabernacle."
• Hence, in the context of ancient Israel, who was

surrounded by pagan nations, the tallit will straighten and
refocus their view of God.

• It is for this reason why the tallit commandment is closely
linked to the Ten Commandments.

THE TALLIT IS DIVISIVE
• If you remember, the first five commandments
strongly prohibit Israel from worshiping other
gods or from comparing Yahweh to pagan gods.
• There is only one God, the true and ever-living
God, and His name is Yahweh.

• God Himself emphasized this in the tallit
commandment by repeatedly saying, "I am the

LORD."
• In this text, there is a reason why "LORD"is
capitalized.
• Our Bible translators want us to see the original
emphasis of the Hebrew passage.

THE TALLIT IS DIVISIVE
• When God says, "I am the LORD," it
simply means that there is no other god
beside Him.
• Yahweh is the only God, and any
religion that is not founded or
established by Him is a false religion.
• Therefore, the tallit commandment and
the symbolism of the garment teach of
the exclusivity of the biblical God.

THE TALLIT IS DIVISIVE
• In this present age of religious
pluralism, it is intolerable for people
to hear the Shema.
• The Shema is the declaration that
there is only one true religion—the
biblical religion.
• Thus, the tallit is a very divisive
commandment and symbolism.
• But the division that it causes is
positive and essential because it
gives us clear knowledge of what is
a true and false religion.

THREE
ETERNAL
TRUTHS IN
THE TALLIT

• As an ancient religious garment, the tallit in its
original form is no longer applicable as a regular
dress today.
• Christians are actually under no obligation to follow
the tallit commandment.
• However, although the ritual is no longer applicable
for us today, its spiritual value is timelessly
relevant.
• The spiritual truth of the tallit should penetrate our
soul and lead us to a life pleasing to God.
• There are at least three fundamental truths
signified in the tallit.
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THREE
ETERNAL
TRUTHS IN
THE TALLIT

• First, the tallit reminds us of God’s sovereignty.
• The act of covering the head and the shoulders
with the tallit is a visual representation that God is
always above us.
• Our God is a mighty God; he is the King of the
universe, and nothing in this world happens—even
in the lives of His children—that He does not know
or brought by His permission and approval.
• There is a solid reason why we can rest assured
that all things can work together for our good
(Rom. 8:28).
• It’s all because we have a sovereign God whose
wisdom and goodness will never fail His children.

THREE
ETERNAL
TRUTHS IN
THE TALLIT

• Secondly, covering the head with the tallit is an act
of humility.
• We acknowledge that God is holy and we are
sinful. In other words, we need a Mediator who will
cover us by His mercy.
• No wonder there is a mercy seat in the Tabernacle,
because ever since the fall of man, he needs a
mediator who stands for and beside him before the
Holy God (Exod. 25:17).
• Third, as a symbol of divine law, the tallit reminds
us of God’s call to commit our lives to His holy will.
It is an invitation to our hearts to believe and
cherish the will of God as the source of true joy,
peace, and blessings.

Exodus 25:17 ESV
17 “You shall make a mercy seat of
pure gold. Two cubits and a half
shall be its length, and a cubit and a
half its breadth.

HEBREW MINDSET IN THE TALLIT
• The possibility that Jesus wore a tallit is
highly likely.
• There are scenarios in the Gospels that
prove this.
• But to appreciate the significance of Jesus
wearing a tallit, it is important to understand
the difference between what is called Greek
and Hebrew mindset.
• Surely, they have their own "way of thinking
about life, about God, and about Truth."
• For instance, in Hebrew, the concept of God
is an easy concept.

HEBREW MINDSET IN THE TALLIT
• They see God as their Creator, the God of
their historic ancestors—Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob.
• But when you put the concept of God to the
Greeks, they are more prone to be atheistic
or agnostic.
• No wonder that when Apostle Paul went to
the Gentile world to preach the gospel, more
of his theological challenge was to bring the
Gentiles into the Judeo-Christian worldview.

HEBREW MINDSET IN THE TALLIT
• Thus, in light of these two different ways of
thinking, when a Gentile reader tries to read
the Gospels, their Greek mindset will let
them interpret the tallit of Jesus as a tattoo
or slogan.
• In other words, it is an abstract idea that is
free to whatever interpretation.
• However, for the Hebrews, they see the tallit
in a more realistic way.
• It is more than a symbol but a concrete
reality in space and time.

HEBREW MINDSET IN THE TALLIT
• In other words, it points to historical, practical, and
eschatological facts.
• That is why it is not surprising how they viewed the

Temple as a concrete place for God’s presence.
• The Greeks will see the Temple as a divine emblem

and symbol, but for the Jews, it was an actual place
where God’s presence truly resides.
• In the same way, when it comes to tallit, they view it
as an embodiment of the Torah, God’s covenant, and
the eschatological reality that someday the Messiah

will come to them as their mighty deliverer.

ONE IMPORTANT THING
• At this point, it is profitable to expound more on
the significance of the tallit as a visual reminder

of our commitment to Yahweh.
• In 1493, when the Jews were suffering

persecution due to racial anti-Semitism, the
Jews in Sicily were despoiled of all their
possession and expelled from their homes.
• But before leaving the island, they petitioned
the authorities if they could allow them to bring

their prayer shawls (tallit) with them.
• Unfortunately, their petition was refused.

ONE IMPORTANT THING
• For us who are not Jews, who do not have a
religious heritage of historic divine revelation

like the Torah and divine covenants, it is easy
for us to take for granted or neglect such

religious items.
• In the first place, by a cursory reading of the
Bible, the nation or people highlighted in it are
the Jewish people.
• In fact, this emphasis was the very reason why

various anti-Semitic persecutions arose.
• There are just those kinds of people who cannot

take the fact that Jews are special people by
virtue of God’s election and promises.

ONE IMPORTANT THING
• Of course, the New Testament provides
a way for the Gentile people to share in
the blessings God has promised to
Israel.
• Nevertheless, no one can deny the fact
that the Bible is Jewish-centered.
• God has given them a lot of promises
that wait for fulfillment.
• Christians, of course, claim that many
of the promises and prophecies in the
Old Testament are fulfilled in and by
Christ.

ONE IMPORTANT THING
• That’s why Christians don’t usually
wear a tallit because he possesses the
spiritual significance of that item—
Jesus Christ (Rom. 13:14).
• But for the Jews who are still waiting for
their Messiah, every sacred ritual in
their Torah is important.
• They can still carry on living and move
forward even if the world is against
them as long as they have the
foundation, the emblem, and symbol of
their identity as a chosen nation of God.

ILLUSTRATION FOR POWERFUL PRAYER
• The tallit is a very good illustration of a
powerful prayer.
• According to the Midrash, wrapping
oneself with tallit during prayer helps the
worshipper "to focus on God with a
proper mood of reverence and a
prayerful spirit."
• The Midrash is the ancient textual
interpretation of the Torah by Judaic
authorities.
• They were biblical exegetes.

ILLUSTRATION FOR POWERFUL PRAYER
• As lovers of the Torah, they were
committed to scriptural prayer inspired
by the tallit commandment.
• Since the tallit essentially refers to the
Torah, they deduced that the kind of
prayer that God loves to hear is the one
that claims and exalts His word.
• Thus, effective prayer comes from
scripture.
• Apart from scripture, there is no power
in prayer.

ILLUSTRATION FOR POWERFUL PRAYER
• However, many people today wrongly connect the
power of prayer to their zeal and passion.
• They think that sincerity and solemnity are enough

to make one’s prayer heard and answered by God.
• There is an element of truth in this. But the power

of prayer is not primarily subjective but objective.
• In other words, the power of prayer comes outside

of us; it is given to us and not made by us.
• Powerful prayer is praying the Word of God back to
Him.
• It is filling our minds and hearts with His Word so
that our mouths declare His will as we lift to Him

our requests and desires.

ILLUSTRATION FOR POWERFUL PRAYER
• God said that Israel should look upon the tallit so

that by looking at it, they will remember and obey
God’s law.

• There is something in the Word of God that when
you desire and meditate on it, you are somehow
looking at the face of God.
• One rabbi comments that the original emphasis
and intent of the phrase "a tassel for you to look at"

is "to feel as though the glory of the divine
Presence were upon them so you can look upon

Him, that is, upon the Holy One, blessed be He."

